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Racing to English  

Photoset Body parts  
 
 

TEACHERS NOTES 
 

CONTENTS 

¶ Set of photo cards and matching word cards 

¶ A page of the Racing to English Picture Dictionary 

¶ Written exercises  
 
 

Language learning objectives:  

Language functions Naming 
Counting 

Sentence structures ¶ Whatôs this/What are these? 

¶ How many XXXs can you see? 

Vocabulary  a body 
an arm 
an elbow 
a hand 

some fingers 
a thumb 
a leg 
a knee 

a foot 
two feet 
some toes 
a back 

 
 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES: 

ACTIVITY 1 ï CHAIN DRILL 
Work with a group of two to six pupils/students. 

¶ Take one of the photo cards; ask the first pupil/student óWhatôs this?ô 

¶ Help him/her to answer if necessary. 

¶ The first person then asks the second person, who asks the third and so on 
until the last person asks you. 

This is a helpful little activity to introduce new words, but it should only be used for 
a short time ï three or four minutes at the most.  

ACTIVITY 2 ï PAIRS WORK 

MATCHING: Give a group of two/three learners the sets of cards and ask them to 
match them. 

TURN AND ASK:  Learners take it in turns to take a picture card and ask their 
partner óWhatôs this?ô etc. 

ACTIVITY 3 ï VISIBLE PAIRS (a game for two to four players) 
1. Spread out the photo and word cards face down on the table (NB for younger 

children use two sets of the photo cards). 

2. Take it in turns to turn over ONE (Yes ONE) card. 

3. Leave the card face up. 

4. If any two of the cards match then the player who has just turned over a card must 

name the object and can then take those two cards. 
5. The player with the most cards at the end is the winner. 
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ACTIVITY 4 ï MULTIGAME 
For this you need a track, dice, counters and a set of cards (there is a track at the 
end of this document ï either enlarge it to A3 on a photocopier or print out an A4 
version for each learner). 

Pupils/students take a card and, if they can  

¶ name the object in the photo OR  

¶ read the word/sentence OR  

¶ use the word in a sentence,  
they can throw the dice and move round the track. First player to complete the track 
is the winner. To make the game longer, ask players to go round two or three times.  

In order to increase oral participation it is sometimes useful if players play in teams of 
two or three instead of individually and therefore have to discuss their responses to 
the cards they pick up. Often pupils/students help each other; this usually promotes 
learning and social skills; we do not need to insist on strict adherence to rules.  

Another way to increase interaction is for learners to ask questions rather than just 
give answers. So the first learner picks up a card and asks the second what it is, etc. 
If the second learner can answer they can throw the dice.  
 

ACTIVITY 5 ï GUESS WHICH 

¶ Spread the picture cards out so that all the group can see them. 

¶ One person thinks of an object. 

¶ The others ask yes/no questions to find out which one it is. 

ACTIVITY 6 ï WORKSHEETS 
The main worksheet consists of two substitution tables. Look at the following table: 

A 

sheep 

goldfish  

chicken 

cat  

horse  

has got  

a 

2 

4 

head.  

tail.  

wings.  

legs.  

This substitution table could generate 60 sentences, most of which would not be 
true, for example óA cat has got four wingsô. Some learners would enjoy having to 
write false statements (and perhaps drawing the result!). 
 
The substitution tables used in this worksheet are based on questions. Ask learners 
to work in pairs to ask each other the questions orally before writing them. This oral 
work is an essential part of learning a language and completing a worksheet so will 
not be so effective if this oral work is omitted. Here is an example of a substitution 
table based on a question. I use substitution tables frequently both because they 
ensure a great deal of repetition and also because they show sentence patterns 
very clearly.  
 

At the end of this document is a simple ñcopy worksheetò for younger children. 
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NOTES  

¶ You may need to choose some of the cards rather than all of them especially 
for younger pupils. 

¶ Learners need a great deal of repetition when learning a language in order to 
develop fluency. So even if they can use the activities successfully, it does not 
mean that they should necessarily move on and coming back to an activity 
several times is often valuable.  

¶ The written exercises may NOT be suitable for the particular pupils/students 
you are working with. Learners are expected to write ten questions/answers. 
You may need to adjust this to suit the level of your pupils/students. 

 

ISOLATED LEARNERS 
Many teachers have a single pupil/student who is learning English in their class or one 
pupil/student who is at a much earlier level than the majority of the class. There are times 
when you need such a learner to be able to get on with some work whilst you teach the 
rest of the class. Here is a suggestion to enable the isolated learner to use the photosets 
fairly independently: 
 
Ask the learner 

1. to óreadô the picture dictionary page to someone (teacher, support worker or more 
advanced learner) 

2. to match the photo cards to the word cards. Put the picture dictionary page some 
distance away (e.g. on your desk or at the other side of the room) ï so they can go 
and look at it if they have difficulties but have to remember the spelling rather than 
just copying it  

3. to write their own word list/dictionary using the word cards. For most learners the 
easiest option is to ask them to write the English word and the translation of that 
word in their first language. For some learners (especially younger ones), you could 
ask them to stick the photo and word cards into their own book or you could ask 
them to write the word and draw the object 

4. (if possible) to read the worksheet to someone (teacher, support worker or more 
advanced learner) 

5. to complete the worksheet 
 

 

TECHNICAL NOTES 

¶ Font ï I have used ócomic sans MSô as the font for all the early stage work as it 

has the handwriting style óaô (a).  

¶ Margins ï in order to make the photos as large as possible I have made the 
margins quite small ï sometimes computers revert to default ï if the layout of 
the photos doesnôt look right, try adjusting the margins of the document.  

¶ Card size ï also in order to make the photos as large as possible I have 
reduced the size of the word cards and I have turned the text directions so it 
goes up/down rather than left/right ï if this doesnôt work on your computer, it is 
possible to change it ï click on Format then on Text direction. 

¶ Printing ï when printing out the photos I usually use photographic paper/card, 
the quality is much better than on ordinary paper or card.  
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