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Objectives:

Resources:

Keywords:

L’il Liza Jane

develop understanding of pentatonic scale

tuned percussion (e.g. chime bars, xylophone, glockenspiel, bass bars), tape recorders

verse, chorus, melodic ostinato, pentatonic scale

Introduction

� This is a well known American folk song.  It is ideal for involving a simple tuned accompaniment.  
The tune of the song is based around a pentatonic scale.  The song is also used in unit 3c to develop 
understanding of untuned percussion ostinato patterns.

Organisation

� Gradually get to know the song over several lessons (accompaniment is on KS2 CD 2 track 4).  Talk 
briefl y about the structure of the song (it has alternating verses and chorus).  Make sure that the children 
understand the terms ‘verse’ and ‘chorus’.

� Explain how the tune/melody of the song is built upon the notes of a pentatonic (fi ve note) scale.  The 
scale is: C, D, E, G, A.  Note that both a ‘low C’ and a ‘high C’ are used in the tune.

Development

� Later in the unit, once the children are familiar with the song, the children can create an accompaniment 
for the song.  This part of the activity can be organised with the class in small groups, large groups or 
the whole class can work on the ideas together.  Whichever way is chosen, ensure that all children have 
an opportunity to play a tuned percussion part.

� Introduce and demonstrate the techniques that can be used to create an accompaniment.  In each case, 
examples have been provided after the printed music.  You may wish to show these to children, or use 
them as examples for yourself as teacher and encourage the children to come up with their own.  A 
melodic (tuned instrument) accompaniment can be created using the following techniques:

 � Drone: This can be either a single note or two or more notes played together.  A drone sounds best 
when played slowly on an instrument with a sustained tone, e.g. tuned percussion with metal bars. 
The notes C and G will be best for the drone.  

 � Melodic ostinato: This is a short melodic pattern using the notes from the pentatonic scale.  It is a 
good idea to use the rhythm of words selected from the song, e.g. ‘O E-liza’ or Li’l Liza Jane’.  If 
pupils use a small number of notes, this will make the melodic ostinato easier to play.

� Both the drone and the melodic ostinato accompaniment can be used all the way through the song or 
might just be used for parts of the song, such as during the verse but not the chorus.

� A rhythmic accompaniment can also be added using untuned percussion instruments, e.g. claves, 
shakers.  Again, it is a good idea to use some of the patterns of words to give ideas for rhythm 
patterns.

What to look for

� Do the groups use drone, melodic ostinato and untuned ostinato accompaniments?

Improving standards

� Encourage children to sing the melodic ostinato parts to help them to learn them.
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Liza Jane looks good to me, Li’l Liza Jane
Sweetest one I ever see, Li’l Liza Jane
O Eliza, Li’l Liza Jane, O Eliza, Li’l Liza Jane

Where she lives the posies grow, Li’l Liza Jane
Chickens round the kitchen do’, Li’l Liza Jane
O Eliza, Li’l Liza Jane, O Eliza, Li’l Liza Jane

What do I care how far we roam, Li’l Liza Jane
Where she’s at is home sweet home, Li’l Liza Jane
O Eliza, Li’l Liza Jane, O Eliza, Li’l Liza Jane
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Untuned percussion rhythms


