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Introduction 
 

Why plan an Art Week? 

Participating in a special art week adds excitement and interest to the curriculum. It gives 
teachers and children the opportunity to be creative, think ‘outside the box’, try something 
new and take a few risks. It provides new challenges, opportunities and freedom for children 
to become immersed in activities without strict time constraints.  

 

Is it just art all week? 

The week’s activities outlined on this CD are based on a theme for each term. For example, 
in the autumn term the theme is 'Colour in autumn'. Art activities are planned with cross-
curricular links made to other subjects, with suggested activities. Teachers and practitioners 
are free to choose from the activities and follow the plan or adapt it to suit their particular 
needs or interests. The focus week gives teachers the freedom to 'go with the flow', allowing 
children engrossed in an activity to continue it into the next session, a luxury in a normal 
week when there are pressures to finish one lesson and start the next. 

 

To help inspire both staff and children, Microsoft® PowerPoint® presentations are included 
on this CD. There is one presentation for each Art Week, showing examples of children’s 
work and useful resource photographs. The presentation entitled Let’s have an Art Week! is 
to be used at the staff meeting when the idea of Art Focus Weeks is first introduced; it 
outlines the overall objectives of the focus week, the benefits for the school as a whole and 
gives an example of a plan for the week, emphasising the creative and flexible approach. 

 

What happens during the Art Week? 
The week begins with a whole-school assembly, where the headteacher or senior member of 
staff introduces the Art Week. Teachers then outline the week to their own classes. Main art 
activities are planned for Monday to Thursday, with ideas for two alternative or additional art 
activities. Ideas for two cross-curricular links are made for each day. The starting points for 
activities for one day during the Art Week are planned around a piece of art work to 
encourage children to be aware of artists’ work. Friday is planned for completing and 
reviewing the week's activities, an end-of-week celebration and special assembly. If all work 
is completed, teachers may wish to choose one of the further art or cross-curricular activities 
for the Friday morning. 

 

Teachers are free to pick and choose from any of the activities, adapt them and spend as 
long or as little time on them as they feel appropriate. Activities may need adapting, 
depending on the children’s age, previous experience and skills. A sample timetable is 
supplied for each Art Week, but teachers may decide to alter or dispense with this. 

 

As creativity is at the heart of this week, it is impossible to forecast the way in which activities 
will develop. That is the joy of it. It may be that on starting one activity, the children have 
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ideas to develop it further in ways the teacher feels are worth pursuing over another session 
or even another day. This week provides the opportunity for creativity to be the driving force. 

 

 

Objectives for the week 
 

The overall objectives for each day are to provide opportunities for children to: 

 develop their creativity and imagination 

 learn new skills and build on existing skills 

 use a variety of media in two and three dimensions 

 evaluate and develop their work. 

 

The objectives in the National Curriculum Programme of Study or Curriculum Guidance for 
the Foundation Stage are shown for the main art and cross-curricular activities. 

 

 

Getting ready 

The headteacher’s role 

The Art Week gives the opportunity to inspire and bring together the whole school community 
with a common purpose. At a staff meeting preparing for the Art Week, discuss with staff 
ways in which to involve non-teaching members of staff, the governors, parents and local 
community. There may be parents and members of the community with skills they could 
share with the children. Parents may be willing to assist with activities or accompany classes 
on visits. Consider inviting artists or craftspeople to work with the children, or visits to a local 
gallery or museum. Discuss the inclusion of cross-curricular links during the week and 
whether it is considered necessary to include all subjects over the week.  

 

The art coordinator’s role 

The art coordinator’s enthusiasm is a vital ingredient in the success of the week. At a staff 
meeting, use the PowerPoint® presentation as a basis for explaining and outlining the week, 
welcoming teachers’ ideas and input. Some teachers, used to tight planning, may feel 
uncertain about the freedom the week affords them. Reassure them that they can plan as 
normal, but encourage them to remember that children’s creativity is the key and they may 
need to adapt or extend activities as they go along. 

 

Ask teachers to list any extra resources they may require during the week so that these can 
be ordered in time. If the hall or art areas are to be used during the week, make and 
distribute a timetable. Decide where art work will be displayed at the end of the week and 
who will be responsible for the display. Arrange for contact to be made with other people 
involved in the week, such as artists, pre-school, older residents or local businesses. Invite 
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the local newspaper to publicise the success of the week, and arrange for certificates and 
stickers to be printed for the children. 

 

 

The class teacher’s role 
 

The Art Week frees teachers to pursue creative avenues that require longer than the allotted 
time available in a normal week. Select art and cross-curricular activities from the week’s 
plan that you and the children will enjoy and note any adaptations needed to make them 
appropriate to the particular needs of the children in your class.  

 

Work out a rough timetable for the week but be prepared to amend this as the week goes 
along, as some activities may take a longer or shorter time than you had anticipated. List any 
extra resources you will need and pass it to the art coordinator. Enlist the help of parents 
throughout the week, noting when they are available on the timetable. Some of the art 
activities may require advance preparation, for example, you will need to obtain permission 
from parents to photograph the children during Art Week. 

 

Arrange any visits planned for the week, for example to a local park, gallery or museum. 
Follow the school’s policy for arranging visits. 

 

The governors’ role 

Offer support and positive interest in the Art Week. If possible, visit the school during the 
week or the following week to look at the displays of the children’s work. Mention the Art 
Week at the next governors’ meeting, asking for the headteacher’s thoughts on its success 
and impact on teaching and learning. Show appreciation of the staff’s efforts in the minutes 
of the meeting or a note sent to the staff. 

 

 

Recording the week 
Appoint a member of staff to be responsible for taking digital photographs or using a 
camcorder throughout the week so that there is a record of each class’s activities. 

 

 

The following week 
Complete displays of the children’s work and take photographs as a lasting record. 

 

Appoint one class to take responsibility for printing a selection of the week’s photographs and 
making them into a book, adding their own captions. Keep the book in the library or 
communal area for children and parents to share. Make the book available at the next 
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governors’ meeting to show the extent of the week’s activities. In a primary school, challenge 
older children to use their ICT skills to make a multimedia presentation of the week. 

 

At a staff meeting, evaluate the success of the Art Week, considering its impact on teaching 
and learning, children’s creativity, progression in skills and benefits to the school community 
as a whole. 

 

In the future 
Share experiences of the Art Week when in contact with other schools, outlining the benefits 
to the school. Consider planning another Art Week, building on the experiences of the 
completed week. 
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