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LCP Geography Focus Weeks 

AAffrriiccaa  WWeeeekk  

Introduction to the Key Stage 1 and 2 material 

Programmes of Study: Geography 

Knowledge and understanding of places 

 
Breadth of study: 

6 b a locality in a country that is less economically developed 
7b in their studies of localities and themes pupils should study a range of places and environments 
in different parts of the world… 

Rationale 

This focus week is designed to encourage schools and their pupils to undertake enquiry-based 
learning to investigate the geography of one of the countries from the continent of Africa. Any one 
country can be chosen for the whole school to study or alternatively a range of countries could be 

investigated, perhaps by class or by year group. For the purpose of this example, The Gambia in 
West Africa has been selected to demonstrate the concept of the focus week, possible activities 

associated with the experience and the pupil learning that may develop.  
 

Focus weeks are a good way of ensuring that learning has an impact and that pupils have time to 
complete their learning activities and gain from the excitement and sense of purpose that such a 
week can engender. Focus weeks are a good response to the challenges, such as creativity and 

modification of the timetable, encouraged by ‘Excellence and Enjoyment’ advice (DfES 2003). 
 

Enquiry has a long pedigree in geography and provides the pupils, guided by their teachers, with 
opportunities to take considerable responsibility for their own learning. Geographical enquiry is a 

crucial part of the thinking behind the delivery of the National Curriculum in Geography. 
 

Enquiry-based learning takes the idea a step further and places the responsibility for the enquiry 
investigation and the related learning fully onto the shoulders of the pupils. This, however, cannot 
take place without careful planning and forethought by the teacher who will play a facilitating and 

participatory role in the learning process. 
 

It is important that pupils are encouraged to investigate the reasons for a different way of life in 
Africa considering, first and foremost, the similarities, but also how life is approached differently. 

For example, people in the UK have to go shopping and people in Africa also have to shop. In the 
UK many people shop weekly using the car to carry the groceries home. In Africa many people go 
to the market every day and carry their purchases home by hand. There are many reasons behind 

these behavioural patterns. The motivation is the same, but the practice different. Indeed, ‘the 
same but different’ could be the catchphrase of this African week. Stereotypes need to be 

challenged and views and opinions discussed openly. 
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The Enquiry-Based Learning Approach 

 
‘… pupils learn about the world by actively making sense of it for themselves’ 
Dinkele (2004) 
 

‘Enquiry is the process of finding out answers to questions. At its simplest it involves 
encouraging children to ask questions and search for answers’ (NCC 93) 

 
The focus weeks provide opportunity for the children to take a greater responsibility 
for their own learning. There is a long academic debate about Enquiry and Enquiry-

based learning but for this week it is intended that teachers will encourage their 
children to devise their own questions about their chosen African country and 

research the answers to these questions for themselves. In truth the teachers may 
have to guide the learning, but children should be given as much autonomy as 

possible. 
  
Dinkele, Geoff, Chapter 7 ‘Geographical Enquiries and Investigations’ pp 94–103 in 

Scoffham, S. (2005) Primary Geography Handbook, Geographical Association 
 

 
 

 

Outline 

The ideas offered here are designed as a guide and, of course, teachers will adopt and adapt as 
suits the needs of their schools and pupils, but the overall idea is for each class to spend a week 

investigating aspects of their chosen African country. The week will be started by an assembly, in 
which the teacher with overall responsibility for the week will introduce Africa as a continent, 

followed by the introduction of a specific country or countries.  
Following the introduction it is suggested that the week begins with an exciting focus such as an 

African drumming group or African dancers or a visitor from Africa. In some schools it will be 
possible to draw on the experience of African pupils and teachers. Many schools have links with 
schools in Africa so a stimulus from the link school may be a good starting point. On the Friday 

afternoon there will be a display/presentation/assembly to showcase the work each class has 
produced over the week. 

A final outcome could be the making of a big African book to which all classes will contribute. 

Organisation 

The weekday mornings will be taken up by geography lessons which enable the pupils to develop 
their own enquiries within teacher-defined themes and the afternoons will be designated to the 

other subjects, which also focus on the particular daily African theme. 
 

 Time available 25 hours per week (5 hours per day) 
 Day divided into 2 sessions: 

Session 1 (morning) geography 

Session 2 (afternoon) carousel of cross-curricular activities 
 Organisation is the same for all classes, years 1–6, differentiated through the input by the 

teacher and outcome of the children. 
 Each day will begin with an overarching geographical theme for the day based on the QCA key 

questions. 
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Overview of the week  

Day Session 1 
(Geography) 

Session 2 
(cross-curricular activities) 

Mon Whole-school 
introduction 

to the focus 
week 

PowerPoint® about Africa 

African dancers African drummers 

Name of visitors/helpers 

Tues 

 

Key Theme 1 Geography 

What is the locality like? English/ICT  Art and design 

Name of visitors/helpers 

Wed 

 

Key Theme 2 Geography 

What is it like to go to school? Citizenship Maths PE English 
Design and 
technology 

Name of visitors/helpers 

Thur 

 

Key Theme 3 Geography 

What is it like to shop and eat? Science Music English Art and design 

Name of visitors/helpers 

Fri 
Key Theme 4 Geography 

What jobs do people do?  Art and design  Design and technology Closing assembly 
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The Gambia Example Key Stage 1/2 

(To be adapted for any African country) 
 

Each day, each class has the same theme to investigate but each class is guided to consider a different aspect of that theme. For example, 
‘What is it like to go to school?’ involves classes investigating the following aspects of that theme: 

 
 Playground games 
 Nursery school 

 The school building 
 The curriculum and the teachers 

 
The suggested afternoon activities can be carried out by all classes at their own level. 

 
The lessons and activity suggestions can all be enhanced with secondary sources such as the use of slide shows, visual images, maps, photo 

packs, artefacts and musical instruments. 
 
A range of Gambian artefacts and resources can be obtained from www.LCP.co.uk. 

 
 

 

http://www.lcp.co.uk/
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The Gambia: QCA Key Questions 

 
Day 2 

What is the locality like? 

Day 3 

What is it like to go to school? 

Day 4 

What is it like to shop and eat? 

Day 5 

What jobs do people do? 

Year 1 

Where is Africa and The 
Gambia? What is The Gambia 

like? 

A Gambian lesson (1) Buying and selling (1) School teacher 

Year 2 

Where is Africa and The 

Gambia? What is The Gambia 
like? 

A Gambian lesson (2) Buying and selling (2) Tourist guide 

Year 3 The landscape Playground games Cooking The tailors 

Year 4 Life ‘up country’ Going to nursery school Street sellers The metal workers 

 Year 5 Life in the town The school building Cooking equipment Women workers 

 Year 6 Weather and climate 
The curriculum and the 

teachers 

Importing and exporting 

foodstuffs 
The fishing community 
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Planning before the African focus week 
 
Although the focus week and related activities are expected to appear as if they happen 

spontaneously, this cannot happen without careful and detailed planning by the teaching team. The 
activities and related learning must be pupil led but, without the input of the teacher to encourage 
excitement and interest and to direct the learning, much of the potential from this approach will be 

lost. 
 

The lead teacher, who may be the geography coordinator or subject leader, should work closely with 
the teaching team and make several decisions: 

 
 Which countries each class will study; this cannot be left to the last minute nor to the children as 

the class teacher will need to amass sufficient relevant resources 
 How to brief the pupils about Enquiry-based Learning 
 What the form of the initial assembly will take. A PowerPoint® presentation on Africa is included 

in these resources and may be a good starting point, but there may be others – a visitor (real or 
hot-seated), input from a teacher or parent who has visited an African country, or a news item in 

the newspaper or on television; 
 

and undertake tasks: 
 
 Helping class teachers collect information and resources and develop a country pack. 

 Informing parents if plans involve tasting food from Africa or exchanging e-mails or letters with 
pupils in African schools. It may be that parents could be regarded as a resource if they can offer 

relevant experience. 
 Developing with the teaching staff a plan for the final presentation/display. This might depend on 

the number of classes in the school and the nature of presentations to celebrate and share the 
work of the children. Teachers may decide to have static displays, role-play, ICT displays and oral 
presentations. 

Making it work 
 
The Focus Week lead teacher/geography coordinator/subject leader is the key to whole 

week and should organise meetings to: 
 
 ensure all staff are committed to the week 

 brief all staff properly and provide them with access to the necessary resources and support 
 ensure that all teachers are comfortable with the enquiry-based learning approach 

 have a complete overview of all adults working with children throughout the week 
 be aware of all activities planned in all year groups 

 ensure that the school’s health and safety policies are met. 

The coordinator will find on this CD  

 Rationale for the focus week 
 Time line or count down to the week 
 Launch assembly PowerPoint® outlining the continent of Africa and the issues to be explored 

 Short PowerPoint® on enquiry-based learning, one for teachers, and one for each of Key Stages 1 
and 2   

 Overview of the week to be completed by each member of staff 
 The week - summary 
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 Example daily session guidance for the teachers 
 Example teacher/pupil planning sheets 

 Letter forms for parents/visitors 
 Sample letters to organisations such as embassies 

 Assessment sheets 
 

Class teachers 

The class teachers must attend the briefing meetings to find out their responsibilities throughout the 

week. 
 
The teachers will be provided with: 

 Time line or count down to the week 
 Short PowerPoint® on enquiry-based learning, one for teachers, and one for each of Key Stages 1 

and 2  
 Overview of the week to be completed by the member of staff 

 The week - summary 
 Example daily session guidance for the teachers 
 Teacher/pupil planning sheets 

 Letter forms for parents/visitors 
 Sample letters to organisations such as embassies  

 Hyperlinks, websites, resources 
 Assessment sheets 

 
Class teachers will need to test the Internet sites that they may be encouraging their children to use. 

It is the class teacher’s responsibility to produce sets of images such as PowerPoints®, posters, photo 
banks as appropriate for their particular chosen country. Teachers must take responsibility for inviting 
speakers and helpers to aid the teaching of their own focus country. 

Pupils 

The role of the pupils should be explained with an example of the enquiry-based learning approach 

(see sample session plans and PowerPoint®). It is suggested this is part of the whole-school 
assembly on day one and is reiterated by the class teachers with their own pupils. 
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Sample Letter to Parents 

School address 
 

Date 
 

 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

As part of our geography programme in school we are going to have an African Focus Week, with 
each class studying different countries from the continent of Africa.  

 
We would like to draw on your expertise and enthusiasm by inviting you to take part in the week if 

you are from, have lived in or have experience of any of the African counties we will be studying. 
You can do this by sharing your experiences with groups of children, through discussion, sharing of 
photographs or through artefacts you may have acquired.  

 
Even if you do not have experience of an African country you may like to help by reading 

traditional stories, learning a few words in an African language, learning a song or dance or even 
cooking traditional dishes. 

 
If you would like to take part, please complete and return the attached form. 

 
Thank you for your support. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 

Child’s name: 
 
Class: 

 
Parent/Carer’s name: 

 
I will be able to visit the school during the African geography week  

[Please tick the appropriate country, and indicate times preferred and activity offered.] 
 

Country Dates am pm Activity offered 

The Gambia     

     

     

     

No specific knowledge 
but willing to offer 

general help. 
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Sample Letter to Embassies 

School address 

 
 

Name of Embassy 
Address of Embassy 

 
Date 
 

 
Dear Sir/Educational Attaché [or name if known] 

 
My name is … and I am a primary school teacher at … . 

 
As part of our geography programme in school, we are investigating your country through an 
African Focus Week. 

 
I would like to ask if you are able to supply me with any information or educational resources 

that you think would be relevant to our studies. The children researching this country are … 
years old. 

 
Thank you for your support and cooperation. 

 
Yours faithfully 
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Time line – Aid for the coordinator 

 

At least six weeks before four weeks before one week before 

Explain the rationale behind the focus week to all 
those involved – teachers, teaching assistants, 

pupils. 
 
General 

 
 Begin to brief teachers about the week  

 
Write to 

  
 British Council  
 Holiday companies/travel agents 

 Embassies 
 Aid organisations who support African charities 

for resources, information and possibly a 
speaker 

 
Contact 
 

 representatives from local businesses with an 
African connection, inviting them to visit the 

school 
 LA library service for books and other resources 

 

Write letters 
 inviting parents/carers who have 

lived in, worked in, visited, have 
relatives in, or have any 
connections with any of the 

countries to be studied and are 
prepared to talk to the children.  

 inviting parents/carers to help 
during the week 

 asking parents/carers to share 
CDs, photos, artefacts with the 
children 

 inviting parents/carers to sharing 
assembly 

Briefing 
 further briefing of teachers about 

the week  
 announce to each class which 

country they are to study 

encouraging the pupils to collect 
any relevant resources 

Further tasks 
 book rooms in the school for 

specific activities 
 

Provide teachers with  
 timetable of speakers and visitors 

 all paper work and forms 
 
Further tasks 

 ensure all the preparations for the smooth 
running of the focus week are in place 
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The Week – Summary 

Monday 

Morning 

Introductory assembly 

All pupils go into the hall for: 
 the general briefing by the coordinator 

 an introduction to Africa, and the EBL approach (using accompanying PowerPoint® 
presentations) 

 an introduction to the particular country, or countries, of study. 

Afternoon 

Impetus to the week: African dancers, drummers, storytellers, visitors. 

Tuesday 

Morning 

First geography session: overarching theme is ‘What is the locality like?’ 
 Teachers give a brief reiteration of the EBL approach 

 Completion of teacher/pupil planning sheet (teacher input should reflect age and level of 
independence of pupils) 

 Pupil investigation into the day’s theme 

Afternoon 

Further investigation and exploration of the theme through cross-curricular activities. 
Teachers prepare the classroom with the necessary resources for all, or a selection, of the 
related suggested activities. The pupils should be organised into groups and briefed as to the 

number of activities to be carried out and the length of time available. 

Wednesday 

Morning 

Second geography session: overarching theme is ‘What is it like to go to school?’ 

 Completion of teacher/pupil planning sheet (teacher input should reflect age and level of 
independence of pupils) 

 Pupil investigation into the day’s theme 

Afternoon 

Further investigation and exploration of the theme through cross-curricular activities. 
Teachers prepare the classroom with the necessary resources for all, or a selection of, the 
related suggested activities. The pupils should be organised into groups and briefed as to the 

number of activities to be carried out and the length of time available. 

Thursday 

Morning 

Third geography session: overarching theme is ‘What is it like to shop and eat?’ 
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 Completion of teacher/pupil planning sheet (teacher input should reflect age and level of 
independence of pupils) 

 Pupil investigation into the day’s theme 

Afternoon 

Further investigation and exploration of the theme through cross-curricular activities. 
Teachers prepare the classroom with the necessary resources for all, or a selection of, the 

related suggested activities. The pupils need to be organised into groups and briefed as to the 
number of activities to be carried out and the length of time available. 

Friday 

Morning 
Fourth geography session: overarching theme is ‘What jobs do the people have?’ 
 Completion of teacher/pupil planning sheet (teacher input should reflect age and level of 

independence of pupils) 
 Pupil investigation into the day’s theme 

Afternoon 

Sharing Assembly for all involved in the Focus Week and possibly outside guests such as parents 

and governors (and even the local press).  
 

Day five should be a bringing together of all the activities completed during the week. Children 
could be encouraged to use all the information they have acquired and compile it in a big display 
book. The book could then be displayed within the school. 
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