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Activity contents 
 

Literacy Framework 
unit 

Theme Activity title Activity aim 
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Unit 1: Stories 

with historical 
settings 

The 

Anglo-
Saxons 

King Alfred and the cakes Identify clues to the historical setting 
A Saxon setting Plan a historical setting for a story 
Speech marks and other 

punctuation 

Write correctly punctuated direct speech 

Gender words Identify common gender words 
Unit 2: Stories 
set in 

imaginary 
worlds 

Science
-fiction 

and 
fantasy 

A favourite science-fiction 
or fantasy story 

Analyse how science-fiction and fantasy 
stories are often structured 

A quest Plan a quest story with a clear structure 
Connectives Use connectives to make text more fluent 
Spelling its Learn the rules for spelling its 

Unit 3: Stories 

from other 
cultures 

Animal 

stories 
with 
morals 

A story opening from 

Taiwan 

Identify cultural-specific elements and 

predict story development 

A story ending from 
Taiwan 

Identify the moral of the tale 

Irregular past tense Form the past tense of irregular verbs 
Important homophones Distinguish between common 

homophones 
Unit 5: Plays Writing a playscript Write out dialogue as a short script 

Play scenes Split the story and describe the scenes 

Adverbs Choose adverbs for expressive writing 

Suffixes Spell and use words with common suffixes 

Unit 4: Stories 
which raise 
issues/ 

dilemmas 

The porcupine and the 
moles 

Read the story and discuss the dilemma 

Different points of view Evaluate the views of the participants 

Apostrophes Revise use of apostrophes for contraction 
and possession 

Plurals of words ending in f Learn the rules for forming plurals for 
nouns ending in f 
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Unit 2: 
Information 

texts 

The 
Romans 

Locating information Decide which book would suit best 
Boudicca’s revolt against 
Rome 

Find key information to answer a question 

Using a contents list Match extracts to the contents entry 

Words the Romans left us Recognise Latin word parts 

Unit 3: 

Explanations 

The 

human 
skeleton 

The human skeleton Label text features and answer questions 
Moving Suggest missing words and find key facts 
Sentences and clauses Recognise sentences and clauses 
Words containing v and k Learn spelling patterns for these words 

Unit 1: 
Recounts: 
newspapers/ 

magazines 

Floods/ 
the 
environ

ment 

Fact and opinion Identify fact and opinion in a news story 
Improving the environment Reconstruct a text 
Verbs for ways of speaking Use alternatives to said 

Making adjectives Use suffixes to make nouns into adjectives 

P
o

e
tr

y
 Unit 1: Creating 

images; Unit 2: 
Exploring form 

 A poem of my own Learn and perform a poem 

A classic poem Read a poem; discuss meaning and form 
Similes Understand that similes use comparison 
Roots Recognise common root words 
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 Unit 4: 
Persuasive 

texts 

Space 
travel 

Persuasive writing? Identify persuasive features 

Voyage of a lifetime Plan an effective advertisement 

Joining and separating 
clauses 

Use commas in sentences 

Double consonants Analyse the rules for double consonants 
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LCP Literacy Homework 
Year 4 

 

Why set literacy homework? 

Homework has been an important issue and area of change in schools in recent years. The Chief 
Inspector of Schools noted that homework ‘is important at all stages of a child’s education’. The 
link between homework and educational achievement is tenuous, and research has not 
demonstrated improved educational achievement as a result of homework. However, there is very 
clear evidence of a correlation between high-achieving schools and schools spending time on 
home-learning activities. Successful use of homework is about more than giving children practice. 
It is about getting parents involved with the curriculum, setting high expectations and developing in 
children, and parents, a sense of achievement, responsibility, commitment and pride in their work. 
 
This is particularly true in literacy. There is a great deal of evidence that parental participation in 
school literacy activities, such as reading with children and completing set tasks, improves 
children’s overall attainment, even where parents or carers do not speak or read English. The 
major gain may be in improving the depth and quality of children’s and parents’ involvement in 
literacy. This is the focus for LCP Literacy Homework, and why these homework sheets are 
designed to be completed with a parent or other adult. 
 

Setting and marking homework effectively 
Home activities should be regular and frequent. We recommend that children read on most days 
and do a literacy activity at least once a week. It helps parents and children if such an activity is 
given on the same day every week and followed up in school on the same day every week. You 
can give out paper copies of the homework activities provided on this CD-ROM and put them up on 
the school website. 
 
Home activities should support and extend work done in school. They are not a replacement for  
school activities. We suggest that homework in Year 4 should be set with groups of children to 
follow up work done in school. It is a good idea to go through an activity sheet with the class or 
group when you send it home, as this allows children to get in mind what has to be done. You can 
also use this session to differentiate, perhaps by reading material with children before they take it 
home or asking some children to do a modified task. 
 
It is important to children and to their parents and carers that you follow up activities done at home. 
However, it would not be a good use of teacher time to mark each child’s homework individually, 
nor is it the best way to share children’s ideas. This is especially true of comprehension activities, 
where most of the work is not visible. The best class follow-up is to remember and discuss 
thoughts and responses. 
 
We recommend using an interactive whiteboard to review an activity sheet and discuss different 
responses with a group or class. By sharing their sheets on the board, children will be helped to 
remember what they did with their parents and will be able to talk about it. 
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The role of LCP Literacy Homework 

Government advice suggests that homework is most effective when: 

 it is carefully planned and structured; 

 it is consistent across the school; 

 there is a regular programme of activities; 

 parents and children are clear about what they need to do; 

 there are high expectations. 
 
LCP Literacy Homework is designed to help teachers achieve these aims. The activities provided 
on this CD-ROM: 

 are planned and structured to address the demands of the new Primary Framework; 

 set high expectations; 

 build from Year 1 through to Year 6, addressing the differing priorities of each key stage (in 

Year 4 this includes narrative, plays, non-fiction and poetry based on a range of Year 4 

topics); 

 are patterned and clearly structured for ease of use; 

 give clear instructions and advice for parents and children (parental guidance sheets can be 
customised for your school); 

 are easily set and marked using an interactive whiteboard; 

 involve children in self-assessment, building a sense of achievement right from the start. 
 

Using LCP Literacy Homework 

The activity sheets on this CD-ROM are structured around the narrative, non-fiction and poetry 
blocks of the new literacy Framework. The content comes from common Year 4 fiction and non-
fiction themes. The activities are designed to support work done across the curriculum as well as in 
literacy teaching. 
 
The activities follow the main literacy priorities in Year 4 and are designed to be used flexibly. They 
are intended to be used with an adult; it would be pointless for the child to do them alone. Much of 
the learning is in the interaction. 
 
Each activity sheet has a clear focus and advice to the adult as well as the child. There are four 
main types: 

 Understanding and engaging with texts 

 Shaping texts 

 Sentence structure and punctuation 

 Spelling 
 
Each unit contains a mixture of the activity types. 
 
Activities on understanding and engaging with texts focus on comprehension by asking children 
to read, with the help of an adult, and respond to the text. This may involve making notes, 
identifying text features, answering questions or offering an opinion or response. 
 
The activities on shaping texts focus on understanding how texts work, at grammatical and 
structural and organisational levels, and on creating texts. 
 
The sentence structure and punctuation activities address common grammatical or punctuation 
issues relevant to the text type. 
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Spelling activities address the spelling rules and patterns that children will be learning this year. 
 
In addition, we have provided simple ‘look, cover, write, check’ sheets to use as a visual tool to 
reinforce the sight words. 
 
Generic writing frames for reviewing a story or planning a talk, for example, have also been 
provided. You can adapt these to suit particular topics or children. 
 
Each homework sheet has a section at the bottom for self-evaluation, asking children to express 
how much they enjoyed the activity and whether they found it difficult. This simple introduction to 
self-assessment encourages children to reflect on their work, making it more memorable and so 
easier to discuss later. It also prompts them to recognise the effort they have put in and reinforces 
their satisfaction in completing a task. You could encourage parents and carers to record this in a 
homework log. 
 

Parental advice sheets 

A key role of homework is to involve parents and carers in the curriculum and the learning of their 
children. For this reason, LCP Literacy Homework includes a number of parental advice sheets. 
These are designed to be distributed to parents early in each school year to remind them of the 
purposes and patterns of homework. We suggest distributing first the sheet entitled ‘Reading with 
your child’, and using the bookmarks to offer guidance appropriate to each book. The bookmarks 
can be copied onto coloured paper and cut up to put into the books of individual children. This is a 
quick and easy way to guide parents on books of different levels. 
 
The parental advice sheets give brief but specific guidance about each type of activity as well as 
the most important activity of all, reading with the children at home. These sheets can be given out 
when the children take home the first activity of each type, or used at your discretion through the 
year, to support parents in working with their children. 
 

Customising LCP Homework for your school 

On the parental advice and activity sheets, the LCP logo can be replaced by your school name 
and/or logo if you wish. 
 
In addition to adding the school name or logo, you may want to change or add to the information 
on the parental advice sheets. It is worth doing this to ensure that families get the most accurate 
and up-to-date information about your school policies and teaching techniques.  
 

We also recommend that you upload these amended parental advice sheets, along with 
some home activity sheets, onto the school website where parents can access them. 
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Note for adults 
Read this advertisement with your child and help them to ‘read between the lines’. It is important 
for children to learn how writers use text to persuade them. 

 

Persuasive advertising? 
 

 Read the advertisement and label the language features: alliteration, 
exaggeration, humour and a slogan. 

 
 

 

First flights 

Flights to the Future is teaming up with the shuttle Roamer to 

offer the first commercial space flights in 2009. Take a Flight to 
the Future and be one of the first people ever to experience the 
wonders of space travel. 

Endless excitement 

Future Flights on USS Roamer will leave from Cape Canaveral, 
orbit the Moon and return within 24 hours. Flights to the Future’s 

fantastic facilities will include mouth-watering meals and exciting 
on-board entertainment. 

Float free 

While travelling around the Moon, Flights to the Future’s shuttle 
passengers will experience zero gravity in complete safety. A 
unique opportunity to take the weight off your feet! 

Pre-book now – places are limited. (Secure your seat with a non-
refundable £10,000 deposit.) 

 

 What do you think are the three most important selling points in this 
poster? 

 
1.  _________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  _________________________________________________________ 
 

3.  _________________________________________________________ 
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