LCP History Focus Weeks ● Introduction


Introduction to the History Focus Weeks 

The importance of history

History fires pupils' curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world. Pupils consider how the past influences the present, what past societies were like, how these societies organised their politics, and what beliefs and cultures influenced people's actions. They see the diversity of human experience, and understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society. What they learn can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. In history, pupils find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions. To do this they need to be able to research, sift through evidence, and argue for their point of view – skills that are prized in adult life.

(National Curriculum)

How to use this file

These History Focus Weeks are based upon the National Curriculum History knowledge, skills and understanding.

· Chronological understanding 

· Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

· Historical interpretation 

· Historical enquiry 

· Organisation and communication 

They also have appropriate links to the QCA History schemes of work.

The weeks are designed to maximise creativity and thinking skills whilst incorporating literacy and citizenship objectives. The specific class activities include a wide range of other cross-curricular links.

Each Focus Week includes creative activities for each year group from the Foundation Stage to Year 6 including:

· drama

· poetry

· freeze-frames

· artefact design

· soundscapes

· digital video news reports

· art and design activities

Each class activity includes suggestions for a visit assisted by parental/carer support. It is essential that every visit out is thoroughly risk assessed and only CRB cleared or List 99 checked parental/adult help is accepted.

The Focus Weeks have been planned as a whole school activity starting and finishing in a whole school assembly. The activities are however equally suitable for a class or year group activity. While each project takes one week to complete, the activities could be used by individual classes at any time to enhance and extend learning in history.

The History Focus Week CD contains a bank of customisable material:

· suggested timetables

· sample letters to parents

· comprehensive activity plans with accompanying resource sheets

· additional materials such as images and data banks to use within lessons

· launch assemblies

· PowerPoint® presentations for pupils

· PowerPoint® presentations for teacher INSET

· assessment materials

Websites

Throughout the teacher’s notes and information sheets, website addresses are given that children and teachers can access in order to obtain additional information. It is not unknown for unscrupulous individuals or organisations to place highly unsuitable material on websites to which children might have access. It is essential that teachers check the contents of websites before allowing the children access to them. Although every effort has been made to suggest reliable sources, websites can sometimes be removed or have their addresses changed. LCP cannot be held responsible for websites that are removed, or change their addresses, nor for the content of websites.
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