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Dr Martin Luther King’s life story

Martin Luther King Jr was born on 15 January 1929 in Atlanta Georgia. His father’s name was Reverend Martin Luther King Sr and his mother’s name was Alberta King. The young Martin had one older sister and one younger brother.

Martin Luther King Jr began going to school when he was five years old.

There was a lot of racism where young Martin grew up. When he was little his best friend was a white boy, even though they lived in the same neighbourhood, they could not go to the same school. Martin’s friend went to a school for white children only and he went to a school for black children. After the first day of school they were never allowed to play together again.

Martin went to high school at Booker T. Washington High School. He took an exam there to see if he could get into college. He went to college when he was just 15 years old. He studied sociology then he went to university where he studied to be a minister and won several awards. He was ordained as a pastor in 1948 when he was 19 years old.

Martin married Coretta Scott on 18 June 1953; they had four children.

In 1959 Dr and Mrs King went to India. While they were there they learned more about the work of Mahatma Ghandi who worked to help India's poor people who were treated badly by upper-class Indians and the British who ruled India. Gandhi's success was due, in part, to non-violent resistance to unjust laws. 

The things Martin learned at school and in his life really changed the way he thought. He started to think that racism was a big problem. It was not just about the way people spoke to each other. It was much deeper. It had roots in the way the country was run. Martin wanted to change this. He wanted to end racism. 

Dr King was very important in the Civil Rights Movement. He started by trying to end segregation.

On 1 December 1955, Mrs Rosa Parks, an African-American seamstress, was arrested in Montgomery, Alabama for not standing and letting a white bus passenger take her seat. 

In the south of America (at that time) African-American people had to sit at the back of the bus and give up their seat to a white bus passenger if there was no room.

Mrs Parks refused to give up her seat. She did not argue and she did not move. The police were called and Mrs Parks was arrested.

Dr Martin Luther King Jr was Baptist pastor in Montgomery. He and other African-American community leaders felt a protest of some kind was needed. A meeting was called and an overflowing crowd came to the church to hear his words. Dr King told the crowd that the only way they could fight back would be to boycott the bus company. 

On 30 January 1956 Dr King's home was bombed. His wife and their baby daughter escaped without injury. When Dr King arrived home he found an angry crowd waiting. Dr King told the crowd to go home.

‘We must learn to meet hate with love,’ he said.

The boycott continued for over a year. On 13 November 1956 the Supreme Court in America said that these laws separating people were illegal.

Dr King was arrested 30 times for his civil rights work. Dr King won many awards for his work. He was the youngest person to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize at the age of 35.

Dr King was shot in Memphis, by James Earl Ray on 4 April 1968. He had been in Memphis trying to help workers get better working conditions. In 1969, James Earl Ray was sent to jail for 99 years.

Dr Martin Luther King Jr was an important person of our times. He gave many speeches and led many non-violent marches during his life. He tried to create equality, freedom and opportunity. His passion inspired men and women all over the world. His ideas made African-American people and poor people realise their value again. 

Each year on the third Monday of January people in America have a holiday in memory of Martin Luther King. 
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