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Famous People

Year Reception: Beatrix Potter

Foundation Stage

Knowledge and Understanding of the World – Sense of Time

Early Learning Goal

Find out about the past and present events in their own lives, and those of their families and other people they know.

Cross Curricular Links

Personal and social

Maintain attention, concentrate, and sit quietly when appropriate.

Respond to significant experiences, showing a range of feelings when appropriate.

Form good relationships with adults and peers.

Communication, language and literacy

Interact with others, negotiating plans and activities and taking turns in conversation.

Sustain attentive listening responding to what they have heard with relevant comments, questions or actions.

Extend their vocabulary, exploring the meanings and sounds of new words.

Speak clearly and audibly with confidence and control and show awareness of the listener.

Use language to recreate roles and experiences. 

Retell narratives in the correct sequence, drawing on language patterns of stories.

Read a range of common words and simple sentences independently. 

Use a pencil and hold it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.
Mathematical development

Use developing mathematical ideas to solve practical problems. 

Develop use of mathematical vocabulary.

Knowledge and understanding of the world

Investigate objects and materials by using all their senses as appropriate. Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.

Physical development

Use a range of large and small equipment.

Handle tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with increasing control.

Creative development

Explore colour, texture, shape, form and space in two and three dimensions. Respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch and feel. Use their imagination in art and design, music, dance, imaginative and role-play and stories.

KS1 Level 1

Pupils recognise the distinction between present and past in their own and other people's lives. They show their emerging sense of chronology by placing a few events and objects in order, and by using everyday terms about the passing of time. They know and recount episodes from stories about the past. They find answers to some simple questions about the past from sources of information.

Links to KS1 History Knowledge, skills and understanding

Pupils should be taught to:

1a. place events, and objects in chronological order 

1b. use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time (e.g. before, after, a long time ago, past)

2 b. identify differences between ways of life at different times

4a. find out about the past from a range of sources of information (e.g. stories, eye-witness accounts, pictures and photographs, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries and sites, the use of ICT-based sources)

4b. ask and answer questions about the past 

5a. select from their knowledge of history and communicate it in a variety of ways (e.g.  talking, writing, using ICT).

Other KS1 cross curricular links

English Speaking and listening 1, 2; Group discussion and interaction 3

Science Scientific enquiry 2b, f; Life processes and living things 1b, 2b, e; Grouping materials 1a, b, c, d

ICT Finding things out 1a, b; Sharing information 3 

Geography Geographical enquiry and skills 1a, 2d; Knowledge and understanding of places 3a, d

Art and Design Exploring and developing ideas 1a; Investigating and making art, craft and design 2c; Breadth of study 5b, c 

Design and Technology Developing, planning and communicating ideas 1a, b, c, d; Working with tools, equipment, materials and components to make quality products 2b, c, d, e; Evaluating processes and products 3a, b; Knowledge and understanding of materials and components 4a

Citizenship Developing confidence and responsibility and making the most of their abilities 1b; Preparing to play an active role as citizens 2e, g; Breadth of study 5e 

Vocabulary

bumpy

collage

countryside

farm

French beans

garden

hard

lettuces

pet

rabbit

radishes

rough

sheep

smooth

soft

vegetables

watering can

Advance preparation

· Arrange visit and transport

· Arrange additional adult help

· Complete risk assessment

· Collect together collage materials

· Arrange access to space for movement activities

EAL: If possible arrange for a discussion between the child and an adult in the mother tongue before beginning the History Focus Week.

Day One

Resources

· Envelope with picture of Beatrix Potter
· Music such as The Carnival of the Animals  by Saint-Saëns, suggested pieces: fossils, aviary, kangaroo, wilds asses, finale. Each of these can be downloaded from online music stores (e.g. iTunes). 

· Space for movement activity

· Pictures of dogs, cats, rabbits, mice

· Activity sheet 1
· Activity sheet 2 

· Lake district photographs
Activity 1 Introduction

On return from the assembly open the envelope containing the picture of Beatrix Potter and her dog.

Tell the children that the special person that they are going to be finding out about is a lady called Beatrix Potter who wrote stories for children.

Show the children the photograph and ask them what they can see.

Explain that she lived a long time ago and that the dog was one of Beatrix’s pets.

Ask the children who have pets to talk about them. Record the pets on the whiteboard. Talk about how we need to look after and care for pets. Ask the children to tell you what the different animals eat.

Next to the pets write down what they eat.

Give out Activity sheet 1 and instruct the children to match the animals to their foods, some children may need assistance with this activity.

Activity 2 Moving like our pets

Music, The Carnival of the Animals, Saint-Saëns, suggested pieces: fossils, aviary, kangaroo, wild asses, finale. 

Find a suitable space for movement activity.

Have the music playing as you enter the space. Explain to the children that this music is called The Carnival of the Animals. Using each picture in turn ask for a volunteer to show you how this animal moves. Then ask all the children to copy this movement. 

Divide the children into pairs. Ask each group to choose one pet and ask them to practise moving like this pet. Have two minutes of music ready to move to. 

After the children have had time to practise, call the groups together and ask each group to show their movement. The rest of the class have to decide what animal they chose. 

Class activity

Tell the children about Beatrix Potter: she lived long ago in the Victorian times, she loved animals and had lots of pets, she had a dog called Spot, two rabbits called Peter Piper and Benjamin Bouncer, her hedgehog was called Mrs Tiggywinkle, her pig was called Pig Wig and he followed her everywhere. When Beatrix grew up she wrote and illustrated stories for children. When she was older she went to live on a farm and looked after sheep. Beatrix loved the beautiful countryside and she wanted everyone to look after it. 

You can show the children pictures of the Lake District, two are provided for you.

Preparation for the visit

Explain to the children that they are going to visit a farm; on the farm they will see lots of animals. They need to ask the people at the farm what the names of the animals are and what they eat.

Show them Activity sheet 2, explain that they are going to use these on the farm visit tomorrow.

Day Two: Visit to a farm

Resources

· Trips out checklist
· Activity sheet 2
· Adult cue sheets
· Digital cameras

· Additional adult help

· Completed risk assessment. Please note there are particular health and safety implications on a farm visit.
Read through the trips out checklist.

Remember to welcome parental/adult help, identify the children they will be responsible for, explain the activity and learning objectives: to find out about the names of the animals on the farm and what they eat. Give out the adult cue sheets.

Days Three and Four

Resources

· Peter Rabbit story 

· Lettuce, radish, French beans, parsley 

· Basic shapes in giant size on large pieces of card for:
Peter Rabbit
Mr Macgregor
Watering can
Lettuces
Radishes
French beans
Parsley
These can be scaled up from templates 


· A wide variety of collage materials, for example:
Paper
Card
Textiles in different colours and textures
Old buttons
Leftover wrapping paper
Twigs
Beans
Pasta 

· Glue, glue spreaders

Start by talking to the children about the visit yesterday. Elicit information about the animals they have seen and the food that they eat.

Remind the children about Beatrix Potter and tell them that they are going to hear one of her stories about a hungry rabbit called Peter. 

The Peter Rabbit story can be found online at http://www.peterrabbit.com/funandgames/funandgames6ba.cfm
Bring out the lettuces, radishes, French beans and parsley.

Explain to the children that just like us, rabbits need to eat vegetables to keep healthy. Show the children the vegetables, pass them around the class and allow the children to touch and smell them. 

Now tell the children that they are going to work together to create a giant picture that tells the story of Peter Rabbit. The picture that they are going to make is called a collage. A collage is a picture that is made up of lots of different materials.

Tell them they are going to take their fingers for a walk to find the materials that they need. 

Tell the children to close their eyes and take their fingers for a walk to choose the materials. As they choose one of the materials they have to think of a word that describes how it feels. 

Health and safety alert with small items such as buttons and beans. 

The children work in groups to create a collage using the templates. This work will continue over Day 4.

You can finish the day by showing the children part of The Royal Ballet’s Tales Of Beatrix Potter [1971] DVD, or by reading another Beatrix Potter story.

These can be found online at

http://www.peterrabbit.com/funandgames/funandgames6.cfm?territory=1&country=1 

(A DVD of the Royal Ballet’s production of the Tales of Beatrix Potter can be ordered from the library or purchased online from stores (such as Amazon).)

DVD  The Royal Ballet 

Day Five

Resources

· Completed collage

Whole class assembly

When they return from the assembly, pin up the class certificate in a prominent place. Ask the class what new things they have learned today. Remind the children that all the stories that they have heard today are about ordinary people doing extraordinary things and that everyone can search for the hero inside themselves. Together look at the completed works and pictures (as appropriate). Congratulate the children on a wonderful week of work.

Optional extra activities

For the following three activities the children can look at the picture of the countryside where Beatrix Potter lived and make their own interpretation.

Outdoor classroom

Resources

· Chalk

· Leaves

· Twigs

· Other natural materials
Collect and together make an outdoor landscape collage.

Use chalk on the playground to mark out with the children the shapes of the hills. Encourage the children to fill in the shapes with leaves, twigs etc.

ICT activity

This website has an online collage maker. You can print the pictures from this site.

http://www.nga.gov/kids/zone/collagemachine.htm
NB This needs shockwave to play.

Weaving activity

Resources

· Prepared simple cardboard weaving frame

· Safe bodkin with large eye

· Strips of fabric or thick wool for weaving
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 The simple frame can be made by cutting points/notches along both ends of strong cardboard.
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 Tie the end of your wool or string to the top left-hand corner of the card and run it bottom to top, hooking over the points as you go. When you reach the end, tie to the bottom right-hand corner. 
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 The children can thread the strips of wool or fabric through to make a woven picture. Thread needle/bodkin with wool or fabric and weave it under and over, from one side to the other and back again. 
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 Encourage the children to use a variety of colours and textures in their weaving. The children could try twisting the fabric together before weaving to achieve interesting texture variations. 
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 When they have woven enough to fill the card, help the children to tie it securely.
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 A finished weaving! 
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