Famous People ● Year 3: Gandhi ● Background information sheet


[image: image1.jpg]


Famous People

Year 3: Gandhi

Background information sheet

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born in a little town called Porbandar in India in 1869. He was a shy, quiet boy who always tried his best at school. One day a schools inspector was visiting the class and asked the children to write five English words. The teacher saw that Gandhi had not spelt the word ‘kettle’ correctly. The teacher mimed that he should copy the spelling from another boy but Gandhi refused to cheat. When the inspector had gone he was told off for being stupid.

When Gandhi was older he became a lawyer and travelled from India to South Africa. In South Africa at that time they were not fair to people who did not have white skin. One day Gandhi was travelling on the train in a first-class compartment. A white man came in and asked Gandhi to move out of the carriage as he did not want to sit with him. Gandhi said no as he knew that was not fair. He was pushed out of the carriage and his bags were taken away. Gandhi could have forgotten about this and gone away but he decided that he would stay in South Africa. Soon he discovered that this sort of thing was happening to all the Indians in the country so he decided that he would work hard to make things fairer. He worked as a lawyer to help people solve their problems but he also volunteered to work every day in a hospital and began to live very simply.

Gandhi believed that the best way to change things was not by shouting and fighting but by being peaceful and not being violent. He told people that they should stand up for what was right without fighting and they would win. He refused to follow the unfair laws and many of his followers refused as well. In the end his peaceful way changed people’s minds and the unfair laws against the Indians were changed.

Gandhi went back to live in India. Stories about him had reached India and they gave him the name Mahatma which means ‘great soul’. He still spent his time helping other people and protesting against unfair laws. He was sent to prison many times but he knew that what he was doing was right and so carried on with his work. Gandhi lived very simply with a group of people. Anyone of any race or religion could come and live with him but they had to make promises to live very simply, only owning what they needed, only eating what they needed, never fighting and always trying to speak the truth. Many people from all over the world came to join him. Gandhi became a very important person in India. He helped the British people who were ruling over India realise that India should not be ruled by someone else. The government of India was handed back to the Indian people.

Gandhi showed the world that you could change things by peaceful means. He said that even if it was difficult we should love the people who hate us. 

His ideas of truth, living simply, peace and love are ideas many people follow today.
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