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Famous People

Year 6: Martin Luther King

Level 3

Pupils show their developing understanding of chronology by their realisation that the past can be divided into different periods of time, their recognition of some of the similarities and differences between these periods, and their use of dates and terms. They show knowledge and understanding of some of the main events, people and changes studied. They are beginning to give a few reasons for, and results of, the main events and changes. They identify some of the different ways in which the past is represented. They use sources of information in ways that go beyond simple observations to answer questions about the past. 

Level 4

Pupils show factual knowledge and understanding of aspects of the history of Britain and the wider world. They use this to describe characteristic features of past societies and periods, and to identify changes within and across different periods. They describe some of the main events, people and changes. They give some reasons for, and results of, the main events and changes. They show some understanding that aspects of the past have been represented and interpreted in different ways. They are beginning to select and combine information from different sources. They are beginning to produce structured work, making appropriate use of dates and terms. 

Level 5

Pupils show increasing depth of factual knowledge and understanding of aspects of the history of Britain and the wider world. They use this to describe features of past societies and periods and to begin to make links between them. They describe events, people and changes. They describe and make links between events and changes and give reasons for, and results of, these events and changes. They know that some events, people and changes have been interpreted in different ways and suggest possible reasons for this. Using their knowledge and understanding, pupils are beginning to evaluate sources of information and identify those that are useful for particular tasks. They select and organise information to produce structured work, making appropriate use of dates and terms.

Links to KS2 History Knowledge, skills and understanding

Chronological understanding

1) Pupils should be taught to:

a. place events, people and changes into correct periods of time

b. use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century and decade.

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past

2) Pupils should be taught:

a. about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children in the past

b. about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied, in Britain and the wider world

c. to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the periods studied

d. to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes within and across the different periods and societies studied.

Historical interpretation

3) Pupils should be taught to recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to give reasons for this.

Historical enquiry

4) Pupils should be taught:

a. how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of sources of information, including ICT-based sources (e.g. documents, printed sources, CD-ROMs, databases, pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries and sites)

b. to ask and answer questions, and to select and record information relevant to the focus of the enquiry.

Organisation and communication

5) Pupils should be taught to:

a. recall, select and organise historical information

b. use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied

c. communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways (e.g. drawing, writing, by using ICT).

Other KS2 cross curricular links

Primary framework for literacy Non fiction 

1. Speaking

2. Listening and responding

3. Group discussion and interaction

4. Drama

7. Understanding and interpreting texts

8. Engaging with and responding to texts

9. Creating and shaping texts

10. Text structure and organisation

12. Presentation

ICT Finding things out 1a, b, c; Exchanging and sharing information 3b; Developing ideas and making things happen 2a, b; Reviewing, modifying and evaluating work as it progresses 4a, b, c; Breadth of study 5b

Geography Knowledge and understanding of places 3b

Citizenship Preparing to play an active role as citizens 2b, c, e; Developing good relationships and respecting the differences between people 4a, b; Breadth of study 5e

Religious education Learning about religion 1a, f, h

Vocabulary

boycott

civil rights

discrimination

justice

non-violence

protest

racial

segregation

Advance preparation

· Arrange visit out on Day 2. Contact your local Intercultural/multicultural Curriculum Support Service. If you are inviting a visitor in ensure that your visitor knows the learning objectives of the visit and has access to any questions that the pupils might ask before they arrive. As an alternative you could arrange a visit to your local Baptist church. A risk assessment will need to be completed for any visit

· Arrange additional adult help for Days 1 and 2

· Arrange access to computers and library resources for research 

· Arrange access to digital blue cameras/video cameras

· Photocopy all activity sheets and photographic resources in advance

· Arrange the pupils into groups for the week’s activities

· Arrange CD player and obtain audio clips for Day 1 

EAL: If possible arrange for a discussion between the child and an adult in the mother tongue before beginning the History Focus Week.

Day One

Resources

· CD player

· Picture of Martin Luther King
· Music: ‘We shall overcome’ Pete Seeger; ‘I can hear it now’ Walter Cronkite

· April 4th 1968 news item on the death of Martin Luther King 
(these can be downloaded from music websites such as iTunes)

· Three copies of photographs each set in individual envelope, as follows:
1. Photograph of marchers
2. Photograph of Martin Luther King’s Baptist church 
3. Photograph of Nobel peace prize medal
4. Photograph of Rosa parks bus Outline map of America without name labels
5.  
· Mission card
· Conclusion mission card
· KS2 planning sheet
· Martin Luther King enquiry sheet
· Martin Luther King mind map sheet
· Martin Luther King word bank
· Martin Luther King life story
· Timer

Place one envelope on each group table prior to the pupils’ return.

On return from the assembly, hand out the mission cards. Tell the pupils that they only have five minutes to complete each part of their mission.

Each group has five minutes to discuss the image and then fill in their mission card. Everyone’s opinion is valued. When the timer signals the end of five minutes, the image is handed on to the next group.

When the pupils have examined each image (at the end of 25 minutes) call everyone to the carpet.

By discussing the pupils’ findings, fill in the final ‘Conclusion’ mission card.

Reveal the person’s true identity by unveiling the picture of Martin Luther King.

Give out some or all of the following as required: Planning sheet KS2, Martin Luther King enquiry sheet, Martin Luther King mind map, Martin Luther King word bank and discuss Martin Luther King with the pupils. Together fill out the planning sheet. Read the pupils the Martin Luther King life story. Explain that he was a very important figure in the American Civil Rights Movement. Tell the pupils that the song ‘We shall overcome’ was sung by people marching for civil rights. Play the pupils the Pete Seeger version of the song. This can be downloaded from music download websites, such as iTunes. Encourage the pupils to listen then join in with singing the song. Explain at the end of the song that it is a marching song and protesters would sing it as they marched for civil rights. You may wish at this point to take the pupils into the playground to march as they sing the song. 

We shall overcome, we shall overcome,
We shall overcome someday;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, 
We shall overcome someday.
 
We'll walk hand in hand, we'll walk hand in hand,
We'll walk hand in hand someday;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
We shall overcome some day. 


We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace,
We shall live in peace someday; 
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
We shall overcome some day.

We are not afraid, we are not afraid,
We are not afraid today;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
We shall overcome some day.

The whole wide world around, the whole wide world around,
The whole wide world around someday;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
We shall overcome some day.


After the pupils have sung the song, play the pupils ‘I can hear it now’, Walter Cronkite, the April 4th 1968 news item on his death. This can be downloaded from websites such as iTunes.

Explain to the pupils that the next day will involve either (choose as appropriate)

· a visit to find out more about civil rights and Martin Luther King

or 

· a visit into school by a relevant visitor. If a visitor is coming into school you will need to discuss with the class what sort of questions they would like to ask their visitor. Encourage the class to work in small groups to each think of two questions that they would like to ask. After a short while share the questions with the whole class and together decide which questions will be asked and who will be asking them. Remember to telephone your visitor to share with them the questions that the pupils will be asking. 

Pupils may then start some independent research. Remind them that they can record their findings on their mind map and on their enquiry sheet. Encourage the pupils to add any new words to their word bank. 

Day Two: Visit/Visitor

Resources

· Parental/adult help

· Adult cue sheets
· Digital cameras

· Notebook and pencil for recording information

· Trips out checklist
Read through the trips out checklist.

Remember to welcome parental/adult help, identify the pupils they will be responsible for and explain the activity and learning objectives: To discover more about Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement. The format for this day depends on the facilities provided at your chosen location. Take and/or encourage the pupils to take relevant digital photographs and to make notes of relevant details so that they can go in their own record of the visit. 

If the decision is taken to invite a visitor into school ensure that the pupils have prepared questions that they would like to ask the visitor. 

Days Three and Four

Resources

· Digital photos and information from visit out

· Access to computers

· Digital cameras

· Video recorders/cameras

· Martin Luther King research grid
· News report activity
· Martin Luther King life story 

· Words and definitions homework task
Start by talking to the pupils about the visit/visitor yesterday. Ask the pupils to think about life in America at the time that Martin Luther King lived. Ask them to think about the difference in being white and in being black in America at that time. Discuss this sensitively with the pupils. Read the pupils this extract from his famous speech:

I have a dream that my four little pupils will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

Explain to them that their task will be to work in a group to prepare a television news report from the scene of Martin Luther King’s assassination. Explain that in this news report there may be several reporters and they will need to include the background to his life and work. This news report is to be videoed and include sound effects and interviews with different people. Some groups/pupils may need further support with this task. 

Over the two days the pupils will work in groups preparing their video presentation. The pupils will need to be monitored to ensure that they are in a position to video their work at the end of Day 4.

There is an optional homework task which you may wish to set the pupils at the end of Day 3 or 4.

Day Five

Resources

· Video reports

· Letter to family members
· 100 acts of kindness grid
· Record of evidence for children’s attainment Yrs 5–6 level 4
· Record of evidence for children’s attainment Yrs 5-6 level 5
· Appropriate props

· Costume

· Music

· Instruments for performance as required
Preparation for assembly 

Start this day by viewing each group’s video report. Ask the class to vote and decide together which report they would like to take to the assembly. 

Allow time to practise the class presentation. Where time permits allows some time for the discussion of the homework task. 

Whole class assembly

When they return from the assembly, pin up the class certificate in a prominent place. Ask the class what new things they have learned today. Remind the pupils that all the stories they have heard today are about ordinary people doing extraordinary things and that everyone can search for the hero inside themselves. Ask the pupils to look again at their planning sheets, mind map, word bank and enquiry sheets. Ask the pupils to complete the enquiry sheet and congratulate the pupils on a wonderful week of work. 

Explain to the pupils that you would like to do something lasting to remember this week’s work and read the letter that will go home to parents/carers. Place the 100 acts of kindness grid prominently in the classroom. 

Helpful web links

Government video on Martin Luther King day

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-7019668994303542769andhl=en
Google video plays 

Video from u tube of the ‘I have a dream speech’

http://www.holidays.net/mlk/speech.htm
http://www.baptist.org.uk 

Baptist church site 

http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/
List of all the Nobel Peace Prize winners

http://kids.yahoo.com/directory/Around-the-World/Countries/United-States/History/Civil-Rights-Movement/Biographies/King-Jr.--Martin-Luther
Yahoo kids page on Martin Luther King

http://www.e-portals.org/Parks/
Rosa Parks portal for teacher background information

Homework activity

Activity sheet: Words and definitions

LCP History Focus Weeks
© LCP Ltd 2008


