Famous People ● Launch assembly


Famous People Launch Assembly

Search for the hero

Music ‘Search for the hero inside yourself’

Aims

· To introduce History Focus Week – Famous People in an exciting relevant way that will enthuse and motivate pupils to find out more about famous people. 

· To help pupils to understand and recognise the qualities of a hero or heroine and what makes some people famous.

Briefly outline the theme of the assembly, stating the key date or event in the opening sentence. Explain the topical relevance (if it is topical) or the reason for the assembly.

Try to provide a context in which the assembly would best be delivered, and identify any circumstances that would not be conducive to the assembly being delivered to its full potential. 

Resources

· CD player

· The song ‘Search for the hero inside yourself’, available from download websites, such as iTunes

· Your own story of a personal hero

· Chest with drawers/brightly covered shoeboxes: some with nothing in some with an artefact … to build up the suspense (a total of three artefacts is ideal) 

· Picture of Florence Nightingale

· Lamp

· Disinfectant 

· Toy/pottery owl

· Six doors 

· Six envelopes (Photocopy six doors from the Assembly Door Template file. Glue each one on to an A4 size envelope so that the base of the door matches the opening of the envelope. Then cut up the centre of the picture of the door and the envelope and across the top so that the doors will open outwards. Glue pictures of four famous people inside four of the envelopes behind the doors. (One in each envelope.) Glue photocopies from the file ‘Assembly No person behind the door’ on to the inside of the other two envelopes. Secure the doors with a small piece of sticky tape that can be peeled off without tearing. NB these must not be the famous people that the children will be working on in the following week.)

· Large key – for example, silver card keys given on twenty-first birthdays

· Key words: BRAVERY, COURAGE, SACRIFICE, OVERCOMING ODDS

· Assembly notes on the four ‘Heroes’. NB these are for information only. It important that only a few minutes are spent on each person otherwise the assembly loses its pace and becomes tedious and pupils, especially younger ones, disengage

The assembly

Play the song ‘Search for the hero inside yourself’ as the children arrive for the assembly.

Greet the children and welcome them to the assembly in the usual way.

Introduction

I’m going to tell you the story of … Story of personal hero. Whilst he/she isn’t famous he/she does have some of the qualities that make people great.

List qualities.

BRAVERY, COURAGE, SACRIFICE, OVERCOMING ODDS (DISCRIMINATION).

This week we are all going to be time travellers.

Refer the pupils to your brightly coloured boxes/chosen container for your three artefacts.

· Tell the pupils that you are going to see just how good they are at discovering famous people. Tell them that hidden in the boxes/drawer are clues to this person’s identity. Some drawers/boxes are empty, some have a clue. Choose pupils at random across the school. When one unearths an artefact ask the pupils:

· 
What do you think the object is?

· 
What was it used for? 

· 
What does this tell us about the person we are trying to uncover? 

Florence Nightingale should be very quickly identified from the clues as she is someone most pupils will know something about.

Main presentation

Human beings can acquire new gifts but they must struggle to do so. An ordinary person needs a key to enter the doorway and become special. That key is either the ability to be BRAVE, COURAGEOUS, MAKE SACRIFICES or TO OVERCOME ODDS (DISCRIMINATION). 

Tell the pupils you have six doors, in order to find the famous person you have to have one of those special keys. 

Show the pupils the key, choose volunteers … is it going to unlock a famous person?

Dramatise the action of turning the key complete with noises! Using the key to ‘open’ the door, the pupil opens a door – blank: disappointment; picture: ask the pupils who the person is, identify the person and give a very brief resume of why they are famous, highlighting the key qualities. Keep this session very short or the assembly will lose pace and pupils will lose concentration! The four suggested are Nelson, Elizabeth Fry, Nelson Mandela, Grace Darling. NB there are information sheets for these.

Summary

This week we are all going to be time travellers. You will receive a mission card. You will be sent off, back in time to find a famous person who has at least one of these qualities. At the end of the week you will have bring to your work back to mission control for us to identify your famous person. 

Act of Common Worship

You may like to ask pupils to reflect on this or a similar prayer:

Dear Lord,
Help us to be concerned about other people.
Don't let us be bystanders when other people are being hurt.
Help us to remember that everyone in the world is made in your image.

Help us to remember that each and every one of us is different. 
But together we form the whole of your world.
Help us live together to make the world a special place.
Amen

Suggested Songs

Make me a channel of your peace

Words and music by Sebastian Temple

Junior Praise, The Children’s Hymn Book, The Complete Come and Praise

© Franciscan Communications

Peace I give to you

Words and music by Graham Kendrick

Junior Praise © Kingsway’s Thank you Music

Shalom, my friend

Words by Michael Lehr, music by Michael Metcalf

Junior Praise, The Children’s Hymn Book, The Complete Come and Praise © Stainer and Bell 

Peace, perfect peace is the gift

Words and music by Kevin Mayhew

The Children’s Hymn Book, The Complete Come and Praise

© Kevin Mayhew Ltd

End the assembly by wishing the children good luck in their tasks as time travellers. 

The activities

Following the assembly, each teacher or adult in charge should return to their classroom or workspace. 
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